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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 5933 
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TAGS: PINT, UR, US 

SUBJ: NEIZVESTNIY'S MONUMENT TO KHRUSHCHEV 
APPROVED 

REF: MOSCOW A109 OF MARCH 21, 1974 

1. SCULPTOR ERNST NEIZVESTNIY TOLD EMBOFF APRIL -1 

THAT HE HAS RECEIVED OFFICIAL APPROVAL FOR HIS MONUMENT 
TO NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV TO BE ERECTED AT KHROSHCHEV 
GRAVESITEM HE CONFIRMED NEWS REPORTS THAT THE PROJECT 
HAD BEEN APPROVED AT "THE HIGHDUT LEVEL," SAYING HE HAD 
BEEN INFORMED OF THE APPROVAL BY A MEMBER OF THE 
"DREZHNEV FAMILY," (HE APPARENTLY MEANT SOMEONE CLOSE 
TO BREZHNEV) WHO INDICATED THAT IT WAS EXPECTED 
NEIZVESTNIY WOULD NOW MAKE NO MORE "NOISE" TO THE 
WESTERN PRESS. NEIZVESTNIY WAS ELATED ABOUT THE GOOD 
NEWS 

AND DIRECTLY CONNECTED THE APPROVAL, WHICH HAS BEEN 
PENDING OR OVER TWO YEARS, WITH HIS RECENT COMPLAINT 
TO WESTERN REPORTERS ABOUT SOVIET TRAVEL RESTRIC- 
TIONS 
(REFAIR). 

2. NEIZVESTNIY ALSO INDICATED THAT HE FEELS HE HAS 
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SOME LEVERAGE WITH THE AUTHORIOIES AND THAT HE PLANS TO 
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PRESS THEM ON THE ISSUE OF TRAVEL. IF HE IS NOT ALLOWED 
TO TRAVEL TO THE WEST, NEIZVESTNIY HAS ANOTHER "STATEMENT" 
PREPARED FOR RELEASE. 

3. COMMENT: NEIZVESTNIY'S SUCCESS MAY OFFER SOME COMFORT 
TO OTHER INTELLECTUALS OF HIS TYPE (I.E. NON-CONFORMIST 
BUT NOT NECESSARILY DISSIDENT) WHO MAY BE WILLING TO TAKE 
SOME RISKS IN ORDER TO PLAY ON THE REGIME'S PRESUMED 
DISTASTE FOR FURTHER PUBLICITY ABOUT REPRESSION IN THE 
CULTURAL SPHERE. THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER EXAMPLES OF 
APPARENTLY CHANGING PERCEPTIONS ON THE PART OF SOME 
INTELLECTUALS WITH REGARD TO CONTACT WITH WESTERNERS, 
MWENLY REPORTERS, BUT EVEN INCLUDING THE U.S. EMBASSY. 
YEVTUSHENKO'S RECENT APPEARANCE AT AN EMBASSY OFFICIAL 
FUNCTION AT A TIME WHEN HE WAS HAVING HIS OWN TROUBLES 
IS A GOOD EXAMPLE, AND WE HAVE HEARD COMMENTS FROM OTHER 
MOSCOW CONTACTS INDICATING A FEELING THAT SOME 
UNOFFICIAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH AMERICANS MAY OFFER A 
MEASURE OF PROTECTION TO THEM. 
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